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Power. The soul, reborn, has outgrown the animal
and the normal human state, symbolized by the
cattle and the shepherds, and there follows the
spiritual delivery in the presence of the Elders and
of the Angelic Hosts.

This is Initiation, l the birth of the spiritual soul
of man ; a veritable creation, for a new product has
resulted from the combination of divine and human
attributes which occurs when the Gateway is passed
through. Hitherto the man has lived spiritually in
utero ; now he stands forth a spiritual entity, Self-
conscious in regions relatively new to him.

The intuitional and higher spiritual realms now
lie open to him, and as he passes from spiritual
adolescence to maturity he penetrates gradually
deeper and deeper into these worlds. He is still
in utero so far as higher regions are concerned, for
all creation exists within the womb of the Mother
Aspect of the Supreme. Indeed, evolution consists
of a series of deliverances or births, at each of which
the individual is newborn into a new world.

At this first initiatory birth, man receives the
power of mastery over, and therefore freedom in>
the three worlds of thought, feeling, and physical
action in which he has hitherto been imprisoned.
This triple power is symbolized in the Christian
story in the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh
respectively, which are laid at the feet of the Christ-
child by the Three Wise Men. The Magi have their
1 Vide Initiation, by A. Besant.